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Background 

The aim of this project was to determine the extent and quality of the North Cava horse 
mussel bed in Scapa Flow. In addition this project examined the horse mussel bed’s 
relationship with the protected archaeological wreck site of the SMS Karlsruhe and 
compared it to other known horse mussel beds within Scottish and UK waters.  Data were 
analysed from in-situ scientific dive surveys (MNCR Phase 2) and from the processing of 
horse mussel clump samples to provide a biodiversity assessment.  Spot dive data and side-
scan sonar data (SSS) were used to fill-in distributional information and historical data from 
previous surveys has also been referenced. 
 
Main findings 

�� Historical records of a horse mussel bed around North Cava and the SMS Karlsruhe were 
validated and new records show a more extensive distribution than previously thought. 

�� The PMF horse mussel (Modiolus modiolus) bed biotope, SS.SBR.SMus.ModT , was 
recorded at 42 stations out of 51 surveyed and abundances ranged from Rare to 
Superabundant (SACFOR) at depths between 16.9 and 43 m bsl.  Dense and sparse 
forms of this biotope were identified.  

�� The horse mussel bed biotope covered a combined area of approximately 0.42 km2 within 
Scapa Flow consisting of three main areas. About half of the bed area (approximately 
0.20 km2) was found on the north-east side of the wreck of SMS Karlsruhe and to the 
north and north-east of Cava Island.  

�� Overall, the horse mussel biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  was typically found on a gently 
sloping, slightly tideswept circalittoral seabed with abundant horse mussels estimated at 
80-100 m-2 on shelly muddy sand and mud. Conspicuous epifauna included the hydroids 
Nemertesia antennina and Kirchenpaueria pinnata, the shellfish Aequipecten opercularis 
and Pecten maximus, brittlestars Ophiothrix fragilis and Ophiocomina nigra, the urchin 
Echinus esculentus, the whelk Buccinum undatum and occasional but small 
Calliblepharis ciliata (red algae) and encrusting coralline algae at the shallower stations. 
The keel worm Pomatoceros triqueter, the barnacle Balanus crenatus and the nut shell 
Nucula nucleus were also present.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

To help target nature conservation action in Scottish waters, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) have generated a focused list of 
habitats and species of importance - the Priority Marine Features (PMFs).  A subset of these 
biological features, those for which area-based protection measures are an appropriate tool, 
are driving the selection of Nature Conservation MPAs (MPA search features). Horse mussel 
beds are one such MPA search feature as well as a PMF.  

The primary aim of this study was to complete a biodiversity assessment and estimate the 
extent of the horse mussel beds present in the Scapa Flow area (Figure 1), with a particular 
focus on the wreck of the SMS Karlsruhe.  

 

Ordnance Survey Licence number 100017908. © Crown copyright and database right 2014. All rights reserved 

Figure 1. Scapa Flow study area 
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1.1 Previous surveys   

A circalittoral mixed sediment M. modiolus bed (SS.SBR.SMus.ModMx ) was recorded at 
two sites off North Cava during the Marine Nature Conservation Review (MNCR) survey of 
Orkney in the 1990s (Murray et al., 1999: Figure 2).  Mixed sediment was recorded as 
supporting a community more commonly associated with stable hard substrata, including 
brittlestars Ophiothrix fragilis and Ophiopholis aculeata. The extent of these horse mussels 
was not established. 
 
In 2011 Marine Scotland commissioned Heriot-Watt University to survey and validate 
multiple PMF / MPA search feature records in waters around the Orkney Islands.  Survey 
areas included Shapinsay Sound, Wyre Sound and to the north of the Bay of Kirkwall (Hirst 
et al., 2012a). These survey areas were identified primarily because of the presence of 
maerl and horse mussel beds. Other species of interest were searched for, including the fan 
mussel Atrina fragilis, previously recorded in Eynhallow Sound, and the ocean quahog 
Arctica islandica, which was known from the outer basin of Deer Sound (Moore & James, 
2011). The 2011 survey included in situ scientific diver surveys (MNCR phase 2) at two sites 
within Scapa Flow (Figure 2).  Four replicate clump samples were taken for infaunal and 
epifaunal analysis at each site. Analysis of these indicated that the horse mussel beds in 
Scapa Flow were amongst the most species rich in the UK.  A total of 283 species were 
recorded at one of the stations compared to 270 and 300 species at Point of Ayre and Little 
Ness respectively (Isle of Man) and 268 species at Strangford Loch (Northern Ireland), 
(Roberts, et al., 2003).  
 
The biodiversity importance of wrecks within the Scapa Flow area has been highlighted by 
numerous Seasearch dives between the years 2011 - 2014. In August 2011 a fan mussel 
(Atrina fragilis) was recorded growing in the vicinity of the Karlsruhe wreck, among a bed of 
horse mussels. Further detailed surveys took place during the winter of 2012/13 and 
2013/14 (2013/14 data not shown in Figure 2). Approximately 60 Seasearch forms have 
been completed to date for surveys around the Scapa Flow shipwrecks. Some of the 
surveys were run in conjunction with the Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership project and 
information from the surveys has been made available on the Scapa Flow Wrecks website 
as part of an initiative to develop a wildlife section to this website, for benefit of a wider 
audience (http://www.scapaflowwrecks.com/wildlife/). 
 

 



 

3  

 
Ordnance Survey Licence number 100017908. © Crown copyright and database right 2014. All rights reserved 

Figure 2. Historical records of horse mussel beds around Cava Island  
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1.2 The wrecks of Scapa Flow 

The seven remaining wrecks of the German High Seas Fleet, scuttled at Scapa Flow on 
21st June 1919 are now protected as maritime Scheduled Ancient Monuments under the 
Ancient Monuments & Archaeological Areas Act 1979. This includes the Köln, Dresden, 
Brummer, Karlsruhe, Kronprinz Wilhelm, König and Markgraf, all of which are of national 
archaeological importance (Figure 2). Each wreck has a 500 m diameter exclusion zone 
around it where it is an offence to demolish, destroy, alter or repair the wreck 
without scheduled monument consent. Note that the designated sites have rarely been sited 
centrally on the middle of the wreck.  Diving maritime scheduled monuments is effectively on 
a ‘look but don’t touch’ basis. Advice on the monument sites is provided by Historic Scotland.  
 
1.3 Present study 

The present study draws on subsequent research projects and exploration by HWU during a 
number of research trips to Scapa Flow between 2012 and 2014 (Table 1).  In particular the 
present work will compile and analyse data from the following sources: 
 

1. HWU survey May 2012: “Assessing the potential of old shipwrecks in offering 
protection to benthic communities from anthropogenic disturbances.”  

 
This MSc thesis (Stirling, 2012) was initially developed based on the knowledge of the horse 
mussel bed close to the Karlsruhe wreck. Survey sites were extended to three other wrecks 
within Scapa Flow (Dresden, Köln and Brummer) during May 2012. Photoquadrats were 
taken at the Karlsruhe wreck site and in situ diver surveys were undertaken by experienced 
staff. 
 

2. JNCC commissioned HWU research: “Indicators of Good Environmental Status 
for Biogenic Reefs formed by Modiolus modiolus, Mytilus edulis and Sabellaria 
spinulosa.” 

 
The aim of this study by Fariñas-Franco et al. (in press) and a related MSc study by Grieve 
(2013) was to estimate the scale of error associated with different density estimation 
methods, as well as to quantify variability between surveyors within the relatively 
homogenous M. modiolus bed north of Cava Island. Density data were collated at seven 
sites in May 2013 during field trials in Scapa Flow, including photoquadrats and M. modiolus 
count data that are now included in the present report.  
 

3. HWU Side Scan Survey 2013/14 and additional spot dives with photoquadrats. 
 
Further diver surveys were completed by Heriot-Watt University within Scapa Flow to 
investigate the infaunal and epifaunal species associated with the horse mussel bed 
adjacent to the SMS Karlsruhe wreck to the north of Cava Island during 2013-2014. To aid 
identification of horse mussel bed features beyond the dive survey stations a preliminary 
side scan sonar survey was conducted around the wreck in 2013. 
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Table 1. Summary of survey work compiled for the current study 

 
Year Survey name Surveyors Methods Biodiversity Reference 
2012 Assessing the 

potential of old 
shipwrecks in 
offering protection 
to benthic 
communities from 
anthropogenic 
disturbances. 

HWU In situ diver survey 
(MNCR Phase 2) 
and photoquadrat 
M. modiolus counts

Horse mussel bed 
recorded at the 
wreck of the 
Karlsruhe, with 
individuals not 
constituting a bed 
recorded at the 
wrecks of the 
Brummer and 
Köln. 

Stirling 
(2012) 

2013 Indicators of Good 
Environmental 
Status for Biogenic 
Reefs formed by 
Modiolus modiolus, 
Mytilus edulis and 
Sabellaria spinulosa 

HWU Photoquadrat M. 
modiolus counts 

Horse mussel bed 
recorded at 
various stations 
around the wreck 
of the Karlsruhe 

Fariñas-
Franco et al . 
(in press) 

2013-
2014 

HWU Side Scan 
Survey 

HWU Side scan sonar 
and ‘Spot dives’ 
with M. modiolus 
counts 

Horse mussel bed 
recorded at 
various stations 
around the wreck 
of the Karlsruhe 

N/A - Current 
report 

 
 
2. METHODS 

As already highlighted several sources of data from 2012 - 2014 were collated from Heriot-
Watt University research projects as part of the present assessment (Table 1). The methods 
used within these research projects are detailed in the following sections. 
 
2.1 In situ  scientific diver survey (MNCR Phase 2) 

As part of a HWU research project during May 2012 (Stirling, 2012) 16 survey sites were 
visited by a team of experienced scientific divers (Figure 3).  At each site a shot line was 
dropped and the divers undertook an in situ survey of the conspicuous fauna, recording the 
organisms present using semi-quantitative SACFOR abundance scales (see MNCR Phase 2 
subtidal methods in Hiscock, 1996).  A 25 m tape was laid across the seabed (parallel to the 
wreck) from the bottom of the shot-line and the area within 2 m either side surveyed in order 
to consistently record from the same survey area throughout the study.  The sites were 
adjacent to the four WW1 light cruiser class shipwrecks in Scapa Flow: the Karlsruhe, 
Brummer, Köln and Dresden. These wrecks all sank such that they rest on their sides with 
the deck on one side and the hull on the other. One sample station was surveyed on each 
side of the mid-section of the wreck (35 m distance away from the wreck), therefore, 
throughout the present study we have referred to the ‘deck side’ and ‘hull side’ of wrecks. At 
the Karlsruhe wreck site two surveys were conducted on either side of the wreck:  at 25 m 
and at 35 m distance.  During the Stirling (2012) study, control sites were also randomly 
selected in areas of similar depth to the wreck sites and not located near any seabed 
obstructions (sites depicted as #/c in Figure 3). All of these data have been assimilated into 
the present work to allow appropriate comparisons and context for the survey data around 
Cava Island and the Karlsruhe wreck. 
 
Two further sites to the north of Cava Island in Scapa Flow (Orkney) were surveyed in 
January 2014, using the same methodology and surveyors as described above. The two 
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sites were named ‘DCI2014/North Cava_A’ and ‘SCI2014/ North Cava_ B’ (32.7 m and    
18.7 m depth respectively). North Cava_A was chosen from a preliminary assessment of 
sidescan sonar imagery and North Cava_B following a spot dive.  Both stations were 
suspected to have Modiolus bed habitats. Two additional sites were also surveyed using the 
same in situ methods:  one at 43 m depth, located 15 m off the port bow of the Markgraf 
wreck, station MG2014, and one in 10.8 m off Scad Head, station SNH2014A (Figure 3). 
These latter two surveys were not part of the present contract but have been included in the 
interest of providing added value. 
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Figure 3. In situ diver survey stations (MNCR) 2012-2014 
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2.2 Spot-dive surveys (photoquadrats) 

In May 2012 four spot dives (k1/35, k1/25, k2/35 and k2/25) were completed in close 
proximity to the SMS Karlsruhe (Figure 4).  Photoquadrats were taken randomly along the 
25 m transects laid on the seabed in conjunction with the MNCR surveys conducted at wreck 
sites (see Stirling, 2012). A 0.5 m x 0.5 m photoquadrat frame was purpose-built around a 
Sea&Sea® DX400 underwater housing for a Canon® EOS 400D digital single lens reflex 
camera. A Sea&Sea® optical dome port with an extension ring was used on the housing and 
two Sea&Sea® YS110 underwater strobes were used as flashguns. A second, comparable 
camera and housing was also used, again with a 0.5 m x 0.5 m quadrat framer (Stirling, 
2012): Nikon® D50 camera in a Seacam® D50 underwater housing, also with a Seacam® 
optical dome port with the same parameters outlined above. In total 11 photoquadrats were 
recorded on each of the four transects. At the Karlsruhe Deck 25 m (k1/25) and 35 m (k1/35) 
transects a dense bed of ophiuroids were encountered therefore the quadrat was cleared of 
the ophiuroids before the image was taken. In January 2013 the number of photographic 
quadrat stations at the Karlsruhe was expanded to include four further transects at 15 m 
(Karls15mDeck) and 45 m (Karls45mDeck) distance on either side of the wreck. All of the 
images collected were analysed to determine the number of M. modiolus and habitat type 
present. 
 
In May 2013, seven more stations (Karlsruhe 1-7) were surveyed, around the 20 m depth 
contour off the north-west of Cava Island (Grieve, 2013; Fariñas-Franco et al., in press) 
(Figure 4). Stations were allocated starting from a known horse mussel bed location and 
working along the 20 m depth contour to generate new stations. At each of these stations 10 
quadrats were randomly positioned in a wide area (approximately 8 m radius) in view of the 
shot and divers recorded M. modiolus numbers in situ.  
 
Eighteen further spot dive records from 2012/2013 were added to the present analysis using 
collated data from other dive sites where, for other research purposes, the density of M. 
modiolus had been estimated (Sanderson, Kent & Mair, unpubl. data). 
 
All data for M. modiolus density from spot dives were compiled into SACFOR abundance 
categories per transect area to give some insulation from the slight methodological variations 
in unit count areas in recording methods (see Fariñas-Franco et al., in press). 
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Figure 4. Spot dive and photoquadrat survey stations from 2012-2014 
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2.3 Clump samples 

At ‘North Cava_A’ and ‘North Cava_B’ (DCI2014 and SCI2014) four replicate clump samples 
(eight in total) were taken by diver and placed in 5 litre buckets (Figure 3). The sediment 
immediately beneath the clump down to a depth of 15 cm was retained.  Samples were 
subsequently sieved on a 0.5 mm mesh to extract the macrofauna. Samples were preserved 
in a 4% borax buffered formalin solution. 
  
The biota from the clump samples were processed in the laboratory after the survey. Each 
sample was split into a light and coarse fraction, over 0.5 mm and 2 mm mesh sieves. Each 
fraction was then examined under a stereomicroscope. Individual macrofaunal specimens 
were extracted using forceps and sorted into major taxonomic phyla. All extracted fauna 
were later identified to species level, if possible, consulting relevant literature and counted 
using stereo and compound microscopes.  Species names corresponded to the 
nomenclature of the World Register of Marine Species (http://www.marinespecies.org). In 
some cases organisms could not be counted and were marked as present or absent. For the 
later diversity analyses they were given the count of 1. 
 
Biotope codes were assigned (according to Connor et al., 2004) to the records using a 
combination of in situ diver survey data and information from the clump samples. 

 
2.4 Side Scan Survey 

A survey to collect side scan sonar (SSS) data was run by Sula Diving Services around the 
wreck of the SMS Karlsruhe under contract to HWU on 30th March 2013 (Figure 5). A Cmax 
CM2 was used at 50 m range (swath width 100 m) and also to a limited extent for trial 
purposes at 25 m and 150 m ranges.  
 
From initial examination of the SSS data six locations were selected with distinctive 
bedforms that could correspond to horse mussel beds (SSS1 – 6).  Each location had good 
quality SSS imagery (e.g. without rapid changing depths of the towfish, etc.) with a 
distinctive ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard grain’ pattern. Of these SSS3 was chosen to be ground-
truthed by scientific diver survey (MNCR) and by collecting M. modiolus clump samples (see 
Figure 6). Further analysis of the SSS data identified 32 other areas where the distinctive, 
coarse-grain, pattern was also present. A subjective confidence level of the likely pressure of 
horse mussel clumps was then assigned to all 38 stations as follows; 
 

*   Low confidence, unlikely presence of horse mussel clumps 
**   Moderate confidence, likely presence of horse mussel clumps 
***   High confidence, definite presence of horse mussel clumps 

 
Polygons could not be drawn directly around bedforms on the SSS data because there were 
rarely clear-cut boundaries (as seen in Lindenbaum et al., 2008) and because the rapid 
changes in altitude of the towfish, resulting from the topography, made consistent imagery 
hard to achieve.  Instead, targets where the M. modiolus bedform was identifiable were 
recorded from the SSS imagery and imported into a GIS workspace. Polygons were later 
derived from the collective dataset for the present work. 
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Figure 5. Side scan sonar survey area covered by Sula and HWU, 2013 
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Figure 6. Ground-truth stations identified by HWU from side scan sonar, 2013 
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2.5 Data analysis 

The in situ diver survey data were translated from SACFOR scale S-R to numerical values 6 
-1 to allow input and analysis in Primer V6 (Clarke & Warwick, 2001). Data were 
subsequently not subjected to a transformation because the SACFOR scale accommodated 
a form of transformation already (see Hiscock, 1996).  A SIMPROF test was conducted to 
investigate possible multivariate structure in the data and resulting significant groups 
displayed in an MDS plot.  
 
The multivariate data from clump samples were also imported to Primer V6 (Clarke & 
Warwick, 2001).  An ANOSIM conducted on Bray-Curtis similarity coefficients of square root 
transformed species abundance data was used to test whether the fauna at the sites differed 
from each other. A similarity percentage (SIMPER) analysis was then used to describe the 
species most contributing to the differences between groups. 
 
Horse mussel density data from all of the sampling stations, including spot dive sites were 
converted to SACFOR and used in a GIS, along with SSS interpretation to determine the 
distribution of horse mussel PMF. 
 
 
3. RESULTS 

In total 49 stations were ground-truthed in the present work (2012 – 2014; Appendix 1). This 
consisted of 29 spot dive stations and 20 MNCR stations (Appendix 1). Two other previously 
recorded stations from 2011 (Hirst et al., 2012a) are also included in these results for 
discussion (KGSNH2011, GUSNH2011). A further 38 stations were interpreted from SSS 
around Cava Island. Clump samples were taken from two of the MNCR stations (North 
Cava_A and North Cava_B). 
 
The PMF horse mussel (Modiolus modiolus) bed biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  (Table 2) 
was recorded at 42 stations between 18.7 m and 43.4 m bsl and covered approximately 0.42 
km2. This was distributed over three discrete areas; 1) around SMS Karlsruhe and north 
Cava Island, 2) around SMS Markgraf and SMS Kronprinz Wilhelm, and 3) within Gutter 
Sound (Figure 7 and 8). Rare to Frequent M. modiolus (not constituting a bed) was also 
recorded at additional locations throughout Scapa Flow between 25.2 m and 37.7 m bsl at 
stations K2/30, B2/35, B/C, Ko1/35, Ko2/35, Ko/C, K/C, Karls15mHull and Karls45mHull.  
 
A photographic record of the assigned biotopes can be found in Appendix 2. 
 

Table 2. Biotope classification descriptions 

Biotope Description Count

IR.MIR.KR.LhypT.Pk Laminaria hyperborea park with hydroids, bryozoans and sponges on 
tide-swept lower infralittoral rock 

1 

SS.SMu.CSaMu Circalittoral sandy mud 1 

SS.SMx.CMx Circalittoral mixed sediment 5 

SS.SSa.CMuSa  
 

Circalittoral non-cohesive muddy sands with the silt content of the 
substratum typically ranging from 5% to 20%. 

6 

SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  
 

Modiolus modiolus beds with hydroids and red seaweeds on tide-
swept circalittoral mixed substrata 

42 

Unknown Unable to determine a biotope from data available 2 
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Figure 7. Biotopes recorded at each of the survey stations. “Unknown” biotopes are those 
from SSS stations where distinctive bedforms were not ground-truthed in the present study 
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Figure 8. Biotopes recorded near SMS Karlsruhe 

 
3.1 In situ  scientific diver survey (MNCR) 

Five different biotopes were identified from in situ scientific diver surveys (Figures 7 and 8). 
The PMF biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  was recorded at 11 stations. Other non-PMF 
biotopes were also recorded including IR.MIR.KR.LhypTX.Pk (SH2014A), SS.SMu.CMuSa 
(D/C, B2/35, B/C, Ko1/35, Ko2/35, Ko/C), SS.SMu.CSaMu (D2/35), and SS.SMx.CMx 
(K2/30, D1/35, K/C) (Figure 7).  A full species list can be found in Appendix 3. 
 
The KGSNH2011 station, from a previous survey in 2011 near the wreck of SMS Karlsruhe 
(Hirst et al., 2012a; Figure 8), consisted of closely packed clumps of Superabundant horse 
mussels (M. modiolus) and horse mussel shell and shell gravel on mud with sparse 
hydroids, sponges and barnacles.  The variable scallop Chlamys varia was Frequent with 
Occasional soft corals (Alcyonium digitatum) and patches of Abundant brittlestars 
(Ophiothrix fragilis). The community was interpreted as the biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  
and one specimen of the PMF fan mussel (Atrina fragilis) was also noted.  The same biotope 
was recorded in the same study at GUSNH2011 in Gutter Sound where a horse mussel bed 
was recorded on a muddy seabed with shell and shell gravel at 16-17 m with 90% red algae 
cover. 
 
In the most recent survey work conducted in 2014 the horse mussel biotope 
SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  was recorded on a gently sloping circalittoral seabed at DCI2014 
north-west of Cava Island where the scientific divers estimated there were 80-100 horse 
mussels m-2 (SACFOR Scale- Abundant) coarse shell gravel and broken shell were recorded 
on muddy sand and mud between M. modiolus clumps. Occasional hydroids Nemertesia 
antenina and Kirchenpaueria pinnata were recorded as well as conspicuous Aequipecten 
opercularis and Pecten maximus. Abundant Ophiothrix fragilis, Common Echinus 
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esculentus, and Buccinum undatum were recorded.  Station SCI2014 was very similar in 
community composition to station DCI2014 (SS.SBR.SMus.ModT ) but in the upper 
circalittoral. M. modiolus clumps covered around 30% of the seabed with the same Abundant 
brittlestar cover but with occasional, seasonally small, Calliblepharis ciliata red alga and 
some encrusting coralline algae on shell surfaces.  
 
The Karlsruhe wreck, to the north of Cava Island lies on its starboard side facing north-west.  
At distances of 25 m, 30 m and 35 m (K1/25, K1/30, K1/35) on the north-eastern (deck) side 
of the wreck the seabed was dominated by muddy shell gravel and broken shell with empty 
shell, fine silt and clumps of horse mussels (Figure 8). The community present was assigned 
to the biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  with Abundant M. modiolus estimated in situ at          
40-60 m-2. Here the horse mussel bed was covered with Abundant to Superabundant 
brittlestars (O. fragilis) and other associated species including Asterias rubens, Pagurus 
bernhardus and E. esculentus as well as Common burrowing shellfish (Mya truncata). 
 
Patchy horse mussels were found at 25 m distance (K2/25) from the south-west (hull) side of 
the Karlsruhe wreck. Amongst a muddy shell gravel substrate with broken shell and empty 
shell, M. modiolus occurred at a maximum density of around 15 mussels m-2. Using 
SACFOR this constitutes ‘Common’ but was considered a borderline SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  
biotope due to the lack of a clumping bedform, and therefore recorded as 
SS.SBR.SMus.ModT (Sparse) . Frequent crustacean burrows were observed with A. 
opercularis, E. esculentus and A. rubens. A similar patchy SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  biotope 
was recorded 35 m from the south-west (hull) side of the wreck (K2/35) where M. modiolus 
densities of 1-9 m-2 constituted ‘Common’ using SACFOR. At 30 m from the wreck, at station 
K2/30, M. modiolus density was Occasional / Frequent, with substrate and community 
composition otherwise similar to station K2/35. The abundance of species seen were almost 
identical with Metridium senile, Lanice conchilega, Inachus dorsettensis, Buccinum undatum, 
Pecten maximus, Aequipecten opercularis and Mya truncata, but because it lacked the 
necessary horse mussel density it was assigned the SS.SMx.CMx biotope.  The same 
SS.SMx.CMx biotope was recorded at station K/C, west of Cava island (Figure 7). 
 
A similar, sparse, horse mussel bed biotope (SS.SBR.SMus.ModT ) was recorded on the 
deck side of the wreck of the Brummer (B1/35) where M. modiolus occurred at about 1-9 m2 
(Common) on sandy mud with shell gravel and 10% empty shells (Figure 9).  Likewise on 
the northern (port side) of the Markgraf wreck (MG2014) in 43 m of water, a sparse 
circalittoral M. modiolus bed (SS.SBR.SMus.ModT ) was found at 15 m distance from the 
wreck.  The seabed consisted of shell gravel, broken shell and scattered cobble-sized lumps 
of coal covered with barnacles and Pomatoceros triqueter. The substrate was mostly mixed 
shell gravel and muddy sand on a levelled seabed with Common large M. modiolus         
(~10 m-2) and sparse brittlestars.  
 
On the hull side of the Brummer wreck (B2/35) only three individual M. modiolus were 
recorded in 100 m2 of fine muddy sand with broken shell gravel and loose empty shell. Hyas 
araneus, Liocarcinus depurator and E. esculentus were the most common conspicuous 
species, albeit in low abundances, and the biotope was identified as SS.SMu.CMuSa.  The 
same biotope was also recorded at stations D/C, Ko/C and B/C, all with similar species 
composition to B2/35 and each other with low abundances of Cerianthus lloydii, Caryophilia 
smithii, Pomatoceros triqueter, Balanus crenatus and Aequipecten opercularis. 
 
No M. modiolus were recorded from sites near the Dresden wreck (D1/35, D2/35) (Figure 9). 
The seabed on the hull side of the wreck (D2/35) consisted of about 70% mud, 20% fine 
sand and 10% medium sand, shell gravel and empty shell and the community was 
dominated by Abundant Turritella communis, Frequent Pomatoschistus sp., and Common 
crustacean burrows (SS.SMu.CSaMu). The seabed on the deck side (D1/35) was more 
shelly with 60% shell gravel, 30% mud and 10% empty shell, Abundant Cerianthus lloydi and 



 

17  

Mya sp. siphons with P. triqueter and barnacles on shell fragments (SS.SMx.CMx or 
possibly SS.SMx.CMx.ClloMx ).  The seabed on both sides of the Köln wreck (Ko1/35, 
Ko2/35) consisted of sandy mud (60-70%) with shell gravel and empty shell. Occasional M. 
modiolus was recorded on the hull side (Ko2/35) but both stations Ko1/35 and Ko2/35 were 
identified as the biotope SS.SMu.CMuSa. 
 
At station SNH2014A (Figure 7) a gently sloping, lower infralittoral, poorly sorted sediment 
was recorded with shell gravel, and large boulders (50%) with kelp park in a moderate tidal 
stream.  Coralline crusts and E. esculentus were Abundant, giving the biotope a grazed 
appearance (IR.MIR.KR.LhypTX.Pk ). 
 



 

18  

 
 

Ordnance Survey Licence number 100017908. © Crown copyright and database right 2014. All rights reserved 

Figure 9. Biotopes recorded from other wrecks surveyed within Scapa Flow 
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3.1.1 Statistical analysis of in situ (MNCR Phase 2) scientific diver records 

The stations were separated into significant SIMPROF groups (Pi= 4.761, P=0.001).  Sites 
with communities based on dense M. modiolus in circalittoral settings (groups d and c; 
Figure 10) differed from shelly circalittoral habitats with relatively few or no M. modiolus 
(groups b and f).  Station KGSNH2011 from the 2011 survey, was separated out from other 
stations, most likely on account of seasonal variation. A selection of other community types 
also separated out (groups e, g, a) but were not PMFs. Group ‘e’ consisted of a single 
station, D2/35 of the biotope SS.SMu.CSaMu. Group ‘g’ consisted of two stations Ko1/35 
and B2/35 both of which were assigned the biotope of SS.SMu.CMuSa. The final distinct 
group ‘a’ consisted of two stations SH2014A which was assigned the biotope of 
IR.MIR.KR.LhypTX.Pk  and station GUSNH2011 which although assigned the PMF biotope 
SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  was most likely separated from the other M. modiolus community 
stations due to the high abundance of algae species recorded during the autumn survey. 
 

 

Figure 10. Stations recorded using in situ scientific divers (MNCR) grouped according to 
their species assemblages. 
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3.2 Modiolus modiolus  density estimates from spot dives 

Density estimates of M. modiolus were recorded from photoquadrats collected during 
surveys in 2012 and 2013, between 16 and 40 m bsl (Figures 11 and 12, Table 3).  A full 
photographic inventory for photoquadrat stations can be found in Appendix 4. Table 3 shows 
the broad habitat types recorded at each station and the estimated density of M. modiolus.  
M. modiolus density varied from Occasional (1-9 individuals per 100 m2 , to Abundant (10-99 
individuals m-2). The horse mussel bed biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  was assigned to 26 of 
the 33 spot dive records. Overall the substrate recorded across the spot dive sites was fairly 
uniform and made up of sandy mud with shell gravel and empty shell, consistent with the 
SS.SBR.SMus.ModT biotope. 
 
 

 

Figure 11. Photoquadrat of horse mussel bed with Abundant brittlestar cover at station K5 
(image 0001). 

 
 



 

21  

 
Ordnance Survey Licence number 100017908. © Crown copyright and database right 2014. All rights reserved 

Figure 12. Horse mussel density from spot dive stations 2012-2013 
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Table 3. Horse mussel abundance and habitat descriptions from spot dive sites and broader 
habitat descriptions. 

Date 
 Site 

Depth 
(m) Substrate characteristics/ habitat details 

Horse 
mussel 

SACFOR 

29/03/2013 Karl15mDeck  25 
Sandy mud, shell and shell gravel with clumps of horse 
mussels and a covering of brittlestars  A 

06/05/2012 K1/25 24.4 
Sandy mud, shell and shell gravel with clumps of horse 
mussels and a covering of brittlestars  A 

06/05/2012 K1/35 26.2 

Sandy mud, shell and shell gravel with clumps of horse 
mussels and a covering of brittlestars  A 

25/01/2013 Karl45mDeck  26 

Sandy mud, shell and shell gravel with clumps of horse 
mussels and a covering of brittlestars  A 

29/03/2013 Karl45mHull  25 
Muddy shell gravel, scattered live horse mussels with dead 
shells O 

06/05/2012 K2/25 25.9 
Muddy shell gravel, scattered live horse mussels with dead 
shells F 

06/05/2012 K2/35 27.4 
Muddy shell gravel, scattered horse mussels 

F 

25/01/2013 Karl45mHull    26.5 
Sandy mud with scattered live horse mussels and 
brittlestars O 

14/05/2013 Karls1 19.9 
Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars 

A 

14/05/2013 Karls2 20.8 Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars A 

14/05/2013 Karls3 18.8 

Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars 

A 

14/05/2013 Karls4 22 

Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars 

A 

15/05/2013 Karls5 18.1 

Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars 

A 

16/05/2013 Karls6 19.2 

Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars 

A 

16/05/2013 Karls7 19.6 
Sandy mud with M. modiolus clumps and brittlestars 

A 

06/05/2012 Rysa Little 22.4 Moderately dense M. modiolus A 

06/05/2012 Rysa Little 22.4 Moderately dense M. modiolus A 

07/05/2012 Gutter sound 20 Scattered M. modiolus (on muddy sand?) C 

07/05/2012 West Cava  24.6 Scattered M. modiolus (on muddy sand?) C 

08/05/2012 East Fara 16 Scattered M. modiolus, maerl, algae C 

11/05/2012 Karlsruhe A 26 Dense M. modiolus A 

11/05/2012 Karlsruhe B 26 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

1 26.7 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

2 26 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

3 26 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

4 24 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

5 22 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

6 20 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

7 18 Dense M. modiolus A 

29/03/2013 
East of Karlsruhe 

8 17.7 Dense M. modiolus A 

12/11/2013 East Cava 24.6 Moderately dense M. modiolus A 

17/05/2013 
Kronprince 

Wilhelm 37.7 Sparse M. modiolus C 

17/05/2013 Markgraf 40 Sparse M. modiolus C 
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3.3 Horse mussel clump sample analysis 

Species diversity for the four replicate clumps at each site (NorthCava_A/DCI2014 and 
NorthCava_B/SCI2012) are shown in Table 4.  Full species data are available in Appendix 5. 
There was a small difference between the species richness and abundance between the two 
sites. North Cava_A had higher species abundance and species richness (d = 8.0-9.11 and 
S = 40-53) compared to the North Cava_B station with d = 5.3 - 7 and S = 28 - 39 species 
within each clump sample. Overall the North Cava_A samples (North Cava_A/A-D) had the 
highest species diversity (H’ range 2.331 to 3.194) and number of species (S range 40 to 53) 
and total abundances of the two sites (Table 4). 
 

Table 4. Univariate statistics for M. modiolus clump samples 

Sample 

 
Species 

(S) 

  
Abundance 

(N) 

    
Species 

Richness 
(d) 

    
Pielou's 

evenness
(J') 

Shannon’s 
diversity 

index 
H'(loge) 

Simpson’s
diversity 

index 
1-Lambda' 

North 
Cava_A/A 53 301 9.111 0.6326 2.512 0.7809 

North 
Cava_A /B 46 270 8.038 0.6087 2.331 0.7381 

North 
Cava_A /C 51 331 8.618 0.6026 2.369 0.7299 

North 
Cava_A /D 40 123 8.104 0.8658 3.194 0.9454 

North 
Cava_B/A 39 213 7.088 0.667 2.444 0.7881 

North 
Cava_B /B 28 93 5.957 0.7983 2.66 0.8752 

North 
Cava_B /C 34 171 6.418 0.5788 2.041 0.6651 

North 
Cava_B /D 29 196 5.305 0.5446 1.834 0.6232 
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Figure 13. Communities recorded from M. modiolus clump samples differed between the two 
sites at Cava Island 

 
There were significant differences in the species composition between the two survey sites 
at North Cava_A and North Cava _B (ANOSIM, R=0.927, P=0.029; Figure 13). SIMPER 
analysis showed within group variation was similar at both sites. North Cava _A showed 
within group similarity of 56.11% with Balanus crenatus and O. fragilis contributing 15.05% 
and 10.44% of the similarity between clumps.  North Cava _B showed within group similarity 
of 57.84% with O. fragilis contributing 23.48% to the similarity between clumps.  Dissimilarity 
between North Cava _A and North Cava _B sites was also of a similar scale at 57.11% and 
driven by differences in abundance of B. crenatus and O. fragilis with a 11.29% and 4.97% 
contribution. The North Cava _A site was characterised by more abundant B. crenatus and 
lower abundances of O. fragilis (Ave. Ind 9.76 and 5.1 respectively) whereas the North Cava 
_B site was characterised by higher abundance of O. fragilis and lower numbers of B. 
crenatus (average individuals 9, and 0.68 respectively). The remaining species that 
contributed to the dissimilarity between North Cava _A and North Cava _B sites had smaller 
percentage contributions (<2.4%). 
 
Both North Cava_A and North Cava_B were assigned the SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  biotope 
despite their dissimilarities.  Overall, difference based on the ANOSIM analysis, albeit 
significant, was relatively minor in the context of the biotope classification and the majority of 
the species composition between the two stations were largely ubiquitous.  Both stations had 
comparable diversities but low abundances.  
 
3.4 Side scan sonar survey 

The widespread ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard-grain’ bedform was observed on the SSS images 
collected at station SSS3. This station was subsequently ground-truthed with in situ diver 
survey and clump sample collection and the presence of horse mussels confirmed. 
(SS3/DCI2014: Figure 14).  This verified the presence of SS.SBR.SMus.ModT  and its 
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characteristic corresponding ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard-grain’ texture on 50 m range SSS (There 
were also eight spot survey stations adjacent to the wreck that could be identified accurately 
on the 50 m range side scan by measuring the distance from known wreck features on the 
side scan footage (as had been done in situ during spot dives).  On the hull side of the wreck 
a coarse-grain ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard-grain’ bedform was visible, corresponding to the horse 
mussel biotope SS.SBR.SMus.ModT that had been recorded at stations KD15, KD25, KD35 
and KD45 (Table 3; Figure 15).  The coarse, pixelated texture of the SSS return was the 
result of the distinctive return signal created by each mussel.  On the hull side of the wreck a 
smoother bedform corresponded to the more sedimentary habitats recorded at spot stations 
KH15, KH25, KH35 and KH45 where M. modiolus was sparse (Figure 15). 

Post survey, the SSS imagery was analysed for the distinctive ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard-grain’ 
bedform and a total of 36 stations were identified within the data as being horse mussels 
(four of the six original ground truth stations plus an additional 32).  Twenty-eight of these 
stations were from SSS at 50 m range and four at 25 m range: each had the same ‘peppery’ 
or ‘mustard-grain’ texture consistent with a clumpy M. modiolus biotope (Table 5, Figure 16). 
The bedforms at SSS1 and SSS5 are unable to be ground truthed at this time but have a 
wave-form that may be sedimentary or of a similar biogenic nature to that described by 
Lindenbaum et al. (2008) and Robinson et al. (2012).  Further work is needed to identify the 
biotope at these locations. 

Figure 14. Side scan sonar image of station SSS3/DCI2014 showing ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard-
grain’ bed form attributed to M. modiolus clumps. Images are taken from 50 m range CMax 
CM2 with the displayed vertical lines 10 m apart. 
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Figure 15. Side scan sonar image from across the SMS Karlsruhe wreck at 50 m range (A).  
White lines in ‘A’ indicate the positions of 25 m transects surveyed during spot dives in 
2012/13.  Bedform shows banding on the northerly (deck side) where the tow-fish altitude 
has been adjusted to clear the wreck.  Enlarged images show typical ‘peppery’ or ‘mustard 
grain’ appearance of SS.SBR.SMus.ModT biotope (B) and smoother textured, more 
sedimentary SS.SMx.CMx biotopes (C) on the southerly (hull side) of the wreck (D).  
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Table 5. Side scan sonar stations and presence of M. modiolus. * Low confidence, possible 
presence of horse mussel clumps, **Moderate confidence, likely presence of horse mussel 
clumps, *** High confidence, definite presence of horse mussel clumps. 

 
SSS Track Station Longitude Latitude M. modiolus confidence 

cav000 cav000(1) -3.187235 58.89083333 ** 

cav001 cav001(1) -3.188528333 58.888355 * 

cav002 cav002(1) -3.18963 58.88859 * 

cav003 cav003(1) -3.1853 58.89127667 *** 

cav003 cav003(2) -3.182738333 58.89057833 *** 

cav003 cav003(3) -3.178485 58.88952667 *** 

cav003 cav003(4) -3.179885 58.89044333 *** 

cav004 cav004(1) -3.187028333 58.8891 *** 

cav004 cav004(2) -3.187398333 58.88864667 *** 

cav004 cav004(3) -3.188418333 58.889175 *** 

cav004 cav004(4) -3.187098333 58.8905 *** 

cav004 cav004(5) -3.188186667 58.88982 *** 

cav005 cav005(1) -3.189425 58.890475 ** 

cav005 cav005(2) -3.190443333 58.88996 *** 

cav005 cav005(3) -3.189256667 58.88954833 *** 

cav005 cav005(4) -3.19051 58.88939667 *** 

cav006 cav006(1) -3.187613333 58.89051667 ** 

cav008 cav008(1) -3.188391667 58.889245 *** 

cav008 cav008(2) -3.18709 58.88950167 *** 

cav008 cav008(3) -3.187433333 58.88865833 *** 

cav008 cav008(4) -3.186226667 58.88820167 *** 

cav010 cav010(1) -3.189086667 58.88894 * 

cav011 cav011(1) -3.187155 58.88961 ** 

cav011 cav011(2) -3.186931667 58.88901833 ** 

cav011 cav011(3) -3.185963333 58.88850833 ** 

cav015 cav015(1) -3.185756667 58.88933333 *** 

cav015 cav015(2) -3.185756667 58.88933333 *** 

cav015 cav015(3) -3.186136667 58.890695 *** 

cav016 cav016(1) -3.183468333 58.88635333 Sediment 

cav016 cav016(2) -3.183406667 58.8867 Sediment 

cav016 cav016(3) -3.183441667 58.88789167 Sediment 

cav019 cav019(1) -3.198786667 58.88707333 Sediment 

East Cava 
wave SSS1 -3.165667 58.88302 Unconfirmed 

N Cava SSS2 -3.171167 58.88623 *** 
North of 
Cava 
(deeper) SSS3 -3.184717 58.89182 *** 

N Cava SSS4 -3.178133 58.89015 *** 

SE Cava SSS5 -3.17315 58.8681 Unconfirmed 

NW Cava SSS6 -3.18085 58.88982 *** 
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Figure 16. Seabed features identified from side scan sonar around SMS Karlsruhe and Cava 
Island. 
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